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The second curriculum unit is wrapping up as the 

quarter comes to a close. During this unit, we 

focused on research skills with the topic of famous 

Virginians. The students were given the choice to 

focus on different historical figures throughout the 

unit. Students were able to choose from; 

Christopher Newport, Chief Powhatan, 

Pocahontas, Arthur Ashe Jr., Maggie Walker, 

Thomas Jefferson, and George Washington.  

Students used Venn diagrams as graphic 

organizers to compare and contrast events and 

titles between the historical figures to start off 

their unit. Students also used different articles and 

research materials to create timelines of key 

events that were important to shaping the lives of 

these famous Virginians. The students created 

letters written to these historical figures thanking 

them for their influence on our nation and then 

created a Guess Who type of game. 

 

 

We began our second curriculum on Native 

Americans by using Schoology for students to 

complete a Word Blurb stating their initial 

thoughts on the topic. After completing a quick 

survey on what the students thought were artifacts 

from different tribes, students used Nearpods to 

take virtual field trips and see homes of the 

Lakotas, Powhatans, and Pueblos. The students 

then began to gather research in a triple venn 

diagram format to compare and contrast the three 

tribes as they gathered information about how the 

tribes traveled, lived, and what they created.  

 

Once enough research was gathered, students 

designed and created artifacts that the tribes would 

use. Some students built models of the different 

homes, canoes, bows and arrows, and others 

created pottery. Students also wrote exhibit labels 

to go along with their artifacts to explain what they 

created, the purpose of the item, and which tribe 

used the item.  

    -Jordan Herbert 

 

 

1st Grade Students 
 

 

2nd Grade Students 
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Happenings At The Third & Fourth Grade Resource Center 

Classroom Activities 

As GT classes came to a close for winter break, so 

did our third and fourth grade research units.  All of 

the students worked hard to completed a final project 

just before leaving for the holiday.  The projects, 

which range from Power Point presentations to 

board games, to math magic squares to student 

created books, will all be on display at our GT 

Symposium in March. 

 

Now that we are back and ready to begin again, our 

third graders are traveling across the United States 

with partners.  During the course of their travels, 

they will learn to read maps, manage expenses, write 

checks, solve problems that arise along the way and 

visit and research self-selected points of interest.  

They will also create projects to demonstrate what 

they learned about national parks, monuments and 

unique sites across the country. 

Not to be left behind, fourth graders are engaged in 

a great race around the world!  As students and their 

partners move from country to country along a given 

route, they are learning about world geography, 

forms of government, foreign languages and 

monetary systems, money and resource 

management, and the culture of each country they 

visit.  Fourth graders will also create projects along 

the way to complement what they have learned about 

the countries they visit. 

 

A Look Ahead 

Following our travel units that are expected to last 

approximately 6 weeks, both grade levels will be 

working on some very engaging math units.  Third 

grade will begin an in-depth study of measurement 

while searching for and creating an appropriately 

sized Yeti.  They will also construct a pen that 

provides enough area to keep their Yeti happy!  

Fourth grade will be studying fractions as they 

discover objects from great grandpa’s old general 

store that have been tucked away in the attic for 

years.  Both units were developed by Project M3, 

Mentoring Mathematical Minds, and designed for 

gifted students. They promise to lead students on a 

journey that promotes a much deeper 

understanding of these math topics. 

                   

A Word About Schoology 

Just as a reminder, I have created several courses 

in Schoology for our third and fourth grade GT 

students.  Students can login to Schoology from 

home or school and participate in these courses.  

Students work through a course and post their 

answers to me directly.  This system allows me to 

communicate and work with students from other 

locations any day of the week. 

GT Symposium 

Our GT Symposium will be held on Monday, 

March 11th, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM in the Haydon 

library.    At that time students’ work from grades 

K – 8 will be on display. More information about 

the GT Symposium will be forthcoming as we get 

closer to this special event. 

            -Karen Etherington 
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Baldwin & Mayfield Intermediate  Integrated Humanities 7th  

English 7 Integrated Humanities researched, 

wrote an outline, and held a debate on the issue, 

“Should 15/16-year-olds be treated as adults for 

violent crime?” Miss Owens was impressed with 

their level of maturity in reading difficult news 

and statistics on the topic, as well as their 

teamwork in building an outline to prove their 

side and how well they spoke during the debate. 

The “Yes” side won by one point. The debate 

stemmed off the book Touching Spirit Bear by 

Ben Mikaelsen, which was about a boy who 

chose Circle Justice, a Native American custom, 

as punishment for his violent beating of a 

classmate. We are currently preparing to read a 

novel together in class, but students will also be 

reading La Linea in their small reading groups. 

Other classwork includes freshening up basic 

skills such as analogies, organizational patterns, 

vocabulary, grammar skills, and literary 

terminology. The class will be writing an essay 

following completion of the novel.  

 

Integrated Humanities 8th 

Exciting things have been happening in IH 

English 8! We started the quarter with a field trip 

to the National Archives, where students got to 

view and interact with documents that are the 

foundation of our government and the 

preservation of our history. This led into our 

next unit. While learning about the rights of a 

citizen in Social Studies, we dove into dystopian 

literature, including a study of the novel 

Fahrenheit 451. We finished the unit with a 

Socratic Seminar in which students discussed 

the  role  of  the  government  in  our  lives,  the  

 

 

 

All of the 5th and 6th grade GT classes are humming 

along in spite of the weather.  They are working 

through their curriculums and getting ready for the 

projects at the end.  The 5th grade will be 

illustrating folk tales using modeling clay, 

studying and creating nautical signal flags, or 

solving our weather data mystery.  Sixth graders 

will be “seeing patients”, creating 3D marble 

mazes, or making presentations about World Wars 

I and II.  We’ve also watched videos about the 

history of algebra, the coldest inhabited place on 

earth, “good” forest fires, notetaking,  Drs. Ben 

Carson and Michael DeBakey, and Dr. Michio 

Kaku’s string theory.  We’ve had guest speakers 

Dr. Steven Crossman and Mrs. Reggie Moore and 

would welcome any parents or friends who would 

like to come share their knowledge and 

experiences.   Please contact me at 

mdaubert@mcpsva.org.   

 

Metz Update 

GT Advanced Research Class 

 
Students are in the final stages of completing their 

National History Day projects. There are a variety 

of venues students have selected to present their 

product; such as papers, exhibits, and/or websites. 

Students who are the top 2 in their product 

category for the class will be asked to participate 

in the Regional NHD Competition on Saturday, 

March 2nd at Mount Vernon High School in 

Alexandria.  Attending the competition is 

voluntary, but it is a wonderful experience.  Stay 

tuned for more information. I am proud of the 

students’ efforts and look forward to the end 

product. 

-Michelle Whitt 

 

 

 

mailto:mdaubert@mcpsva.org
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Metz Update (continued) 

 
importance of making our voices heard, and the 

implications of censorship.  Students had the 

choice to write a formal essay on a related topic, 

or to create their own dystopian future in the form 

of a narrative.   

Prior to winter break, students also went on a field 

trip to Washington, D.C. to visit the U.S. Capitol 

and the U.S. Supreme Court to connect to their 

unit on the Federal Government. 

 

 
 

As we wrap up this quarter we are practicing our 

research and writing skills by investigating 

current social issues and presenting the data in a 

persuasive essay.  We will also be discussing and 

debating several persuasive issues related to our 

Federal Government – the current unit of study in 

social studies. 

Integrated Math and Science 7th  

Prior to Winter Break, students worked with 

special rectangles that had the same perimeter and 

area, all while discovering the concepts of solving 

equations with variables on both sides, multiple 

representations of functions, function notation, 

and linear equations.  Students will continue to 

explore and learn about linear equations as we 

wrap up the first semester and enter the second 

semester. 

In Honors Physical Sciences, we began the second 

marking period exploring the history of atomic 

theory and the  atomic  structure.  Next  the  class  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

investigated how elements are arranged on the 

Periodic Table.  They learned that the 

placement of each element reveals important 

properties like chemical reactivity.  As an 

extension to this lesson, each group researched 

and ultimately generated a creative way to 

present their chosen element to the class. 

Now that the students can attribute chemical 

reactivity to a given element, we are going to 

explore ionic, covalent and metallic bonding.  

The objective will be to comprehend why 

certain elements bond with each other and how.   

Additionally, the class will distinguish between 

different types of chemical reactions.  Using 

their knowledge of algebra and conversation of 

mass, each student will know how to balance 

chemical equations. 

 

Integrated Math and Science 8th 

Prior to Winter Break, students continued an 

IMS tradition by creating ornaments for the 

class Geome-tree.  Students have also created 

quadrilateral personas for a wanted poster based 

on their exploration of the properties of 

quadrilaterals. On Thursday, December 6th, 

both IMS classes participated in the Hour of 

Code led by one of our parents, Mrs. Dalbo, and 

her co-workers at Amazon.  The students were 

extremely engaged in programming their 

animated character to perform dance moves.  

The students were rewarded with Amazon 

swag.  We are looking forward to continuing 

with this activity next year and finding ways to 

expand it to more students. 
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IMS 8 Students at Work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you solve these Word Bogglers created by 

our 4th grade students?  Each boggler is a word or 

phrase written in a way so that it can be solved by 

looking at the words’ positions, sizes and letters.  

Word Bogglers develop problem solving, visual 

discrimination and language skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

Just For Fun!! 

 


